Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: March 10, 2011

In attendance: Bruce DiBisceglie, Rich Vallacchi, Kevin Lanahan, Marcy Kwiatkowski & Amy Johansen
1. Communications
a. Feb 2011 meeting minutes were approved without exception. All minutes/agendas are on the Boro’s website.
b. Communications received: 
i. Bruce rec’d inquiry regarding the field reservation process for Hilltop School. Reply was that the Borough Rec Dept doesn’t distribute school property; Hilltop has a request process in place.
ii. Approximately 130 day camp job requests were rec’d by Feb 28 deadline.
c. Meetings: 
i. Bruce attended the February 22nd Borough Council meeting. 
1. McARP $849 was approved unanimously.

2. John Andrus recognized Departments that have worked to reduce budgets. The Department of Recreation has reduced budget for third consecutive year.

3. Lou asked for Grand Marshal input. Mayor Henry said a few honorees were being considered. The Council will request a list of past Grand Marshals from Helen Cleary.

2. Parade Theme Ideas:

a. Bruce requested that all members submit ideas to introduce at this meeting.

i. Marcy suggested: “Musical Styles”, “Mardi Gras” & Local Myths & Legends” 

ii. Kevin suggested: “Get in the Game”. Kevin also suggested approaching HS bands/sports for parade. Bruce will reach out to Mr. Beadle & Jim Baglin at the High School.

iii. Amy suggested that we poll the community for ideas and suggested themes used in the past by the Rose Bowl (“Building Dreams”, “Spirit of America”, “Having Fun” & “Happiness is…”
3. Summer Updates:

a. Day Camp:
i. 126 applicants for Day Camp. Down from last year and fewer post-high school applicants. Translation: Higher acceptance rates and more opportunities for high school residents.

ii. Bruce is currently calling rookies to arrange job interviews from March 24 through April 4. Veterans do not need to re-interview. Entire process is now posted on Borough Website.
b. Tennis Camp:

i. Will need new staff and new director to continue with tennis camp.

ii. Recommendations should be sent to Bruce asap.

c. Concerts: 

i. All acts agreed to verbal commitments. Bruce reports high value bands: talent and a good price. 

ii. This has been a major component to keeping annual budget in line.

d. Movies:

i. “Megamind” & “Despicable Me” have been booked. 

ii. Will try to run DVD Mendham announcements prior to showing feature film.
4. Municipal Alliance:

a. Amy attended meeting, minutes pending. She will meet with Lyn on March 11 and report back to Bruce.
b. Jacke & Amy have not been able to get the form to submit for matching funds, but still trying.

c. Confusion as to whether funds are matching or grants. Have always been matching. 

d. Bruce reviewed 2011 budget with committee by line item to identify potential for matching funds. 

5. Prior Business: 
a. The Recreation Booklet is in production at Hawk and Bruce is awaiting first draft. 
b. Kevin submitted booklet updates for sports organizations which Bruce said he should be able to include for final draft.
6. New Business:   
Next Meeting: 7:30pm, Wednesday April 13th, 2011 at the Phoenix House
